
live Commission! lie had intentionally refrained
from collecting troops in Paris previous to the out¬
break in June, and purposely delayed making use

of them, until the insurrection was at its height, in
order that I15. might acquire more honor in restor¬

ing tranquillity, and consequently a greater claim
to the Presidency of the Republic. This, in fact,
was the burden of all the accusations which MM.
St. Hilaire, Gamier Pages, Vagnerre, Duclerc, and
Ledru Rollin did bring forward on the day of die-i
cussion. To such a tissue of calumny and absurd¬
ity, General Cavaignac found no difficulty in reply¬
ing. He spoke for more than three hours in his
usual straightforward and soldierlike manner. He
receives great praise in the Paris journals for the
talents as a speaker which he exhibited; his man¬
ner was calm, quiet, firm, and dignified, yet rising
at times into great energy and dignity : his address
has won for liim golden opinions, even from his
opponents, and has proved him to be a man of much
higher powers than he had previously received
credit for. The discussion ended with a vote of
confidence, moved by the father of the house, M.
Dupont, (de l'Eure,) and carried by 504 votes

against 46. There were 145 members present who
did not vote, and 205 members absent on leave;
the greater part of whom vote usually for General
Cavaignac. If the whole number of deputies (900)
had been present and voted, the result would pro¬
bably have exhibited nearly the same proportionate
numbers. The event is a great triumph for Gen.
Cavaignac and his friends, and has made the elec¬
tion more uncertain than ever. A million of copies
of the General's speech has been subscribed for to
circulate through the departments ; and M. de La-
martini: is said to have decidedly withdrawn from
the contest, transferring his support to General Ca¬
vaignac, with a promise of the Vice Presidency of
the Republic. Louis Napoleon has published a

very calm and quiet, but yet almost unmeaning ex¬

pose of his principles : it will not help his cause.
' The report is very strong again that, in case of his
election, M. Thier9 will receive a carte blanche to
form the administration ; and that the Prince is
about to issue a sort of ad captundum address to
the working classes, stating that labor and good
wages will be provided for them, by the resumption
of the work on the railways and other unfinished
public undertakings. Cavaignac's star is now un¬

doubtedly in the ascendant, but many changes may
take place during the ten days which have yet to

elapse before the election.
The finances of France are in a deplorable con¬

dition ; every new statement shows them worse

than the last preceding one. The customs have di¬
minished more than twenty-five per cent, since Oc¬
tober 1847. Importations of every kind, except
raw cotton, exhibit enormous diminutions. The
exportation, with the exception of those articles on
which a bounty has been paid, are in the same po¬
sition. The falling off in the commercial shipping
amounts to one million of tons.

It is difficult to epitomize the news from Germa¬
ny. The three points of interest are Berlin, Vien¬
na, and Frankfort. As respects the first, and the
affairs of Prussia generally, we only know that the
Assembly has not withdrawn its demand that the
troops in Berlin should be dismissed, with the un¬

derstanding that peace and order having been re¬
established in that city, the Assembly shall not be
transferred to Brandenburg. Deputations from
Coblentz, Cologne, and Treves have expressed the
same desire, and further that the King should dis¬
miss his present unpopular Ministry, and supply
its place with one that shall possess the confluence
of the people. The number of Deputies to the
Assembly at Berlin amounts to nearly 300; and
they have received upwards of one thousand ad¬
dresses, urging them to remain firm in their oppo¬
sition to the Court party. The King appears, from
the last news which has been received, to insist
upon the Assembly meeting at Brandenburg, and it
is reported that 140 members of the Right, several
peasants who belong to the Left, and some Roman
Catholic ecclesiastics, member^ of the Assembly,
have met there in obedience to his Majesty. The
majority still holds out at Berlin, and the proceed¬
ings at Brandenburg are, of course, of no effect.
The dissolution of the Brandenburg Ministry and
the meeting of the Assembly at Berlin are declared
to be the only terms to which the Deputies at Ber¬
lin will agree. Dusseldorff, Mainz, and Breslau
are in a state little short of rebellion, and disaffec¬
tion is evinced in some of the regiments of the line.
Mr. Von Gaoern, the talented President of the
Central Parliament at Frankfort, has arrived at
Berlin. It is said that he has been called there by
the King to form a new administration for Prussia.
He states himself that his visit is merely one of
curiosity, that he may see the actual state of affairs
and judge for himself. He has had an interview
with the King. . Nothing less than business of
great importance can have taken him to Berlin.

It is very unsafe to assert any thing about Aus¬
tria. It seems to be certain, however, that the
Austrian Diet has assembled at the small town of
Kremsier, in obedience to the Emperor's com¬

mands, but under a protest that neither the Crown
nor the Ministry has the right to remove the Diet
at its pleasure. They have assembled at Kremsier,
they say, that their refusal to do so might not aug¬
ment the troubles at Vienna. One of their first
acts whs to re-elect M. Smolka as their president;
not a very palatable election, we suppose, to the
Court party, seeing that he had been the President
of the Diet whilst it was inopposition to the Em¬
peror at Vienna. The members of the Left of the
Diet assembled at Kremsier have resolved to vote
unanimously against adhesion to Germany, and to
testify no sympathy whatever with the Frankfort
Parliament. The distress of the working classes
at Vienna was becoming so intense that, notwith¬
standing the severe laws against associations and
assemblages, the laborers in the suburbs have be¬
gun to form clubs, and numbers have been arrested
for attending them. The feeling in well-informed
political circles is, that the Courts of St. Peters-
burgh, Olmuts, and Potsdam.in other words, those
of Russia, Austria, and Prussia.have formed a
44 holy alliance.'* The Emperor ofRussia evident¬
ly approves of what has been done at V ienna, for
he has written highly complimentary autographic
letters to Windischoratz and Jellachich, and
forwarded orders of knighthood and splendid in¬
signia to them.

There is very little new at Frankfort. The
Diet is still busy with the coastitution. A grow¬
ing opinion appears to exist in Germany that the
Frankfort Parliament, or at least the Cental Gov¬
ernment, was eognizant of recent proceedings at
Vienna and Berlin ; that the Viennese were para¬
lyzed by counsel received from Frankfort; that
Von Gaoern's mission to Berlin is coupled with
some further designs against the liberties of the
people ; and, in fact, that the Archduke John is an
accomplice of the Sovereigns of Austria and Prus¬
sia. We cannot help considering all these doubts
of the honesty and integrity of the Central Gov¬
ernment as tares sown in the public mind by an

enemy. We do not place unlimited trust in public
men, bui we would not willingly abandon our con¬
fidence in our old favorite, the ironmaster of Sty-
ria ; and as yet we do not see any reason for
doing so.

Our news from Italy commences with (he death
of the Prime Minister of the Pope at Rome, Count
Rossi, by the dagger of an assassin. Thus has a

. man who, by almost universal opinion, seemed des¬
tined to take a principal part in the great political
drama which is only now, we fear, coramencmg,
removed from the staje. Rossi was unpopularwith the lower classes or the citizens ; he was

. haughty and uncompromising ; he used injudicious
and unbecoming language towards his opponents.
He literally received his death-wound whilst brav.

ing by gesture and expression ^ie hostility of the
mob ; he died within live ir^utes afterwards. The
assassin is known, but h^s escaped. The death of
Kossi was the signal^ for the pent-up democratic
spirit of the Korr^n populace to burst its bonds.
About noon of t{ie next day more than thirty thou¬
sand peop^ marched to the Chamber of Deputies
to reqi'w re the latter to demand of the Pope a demo-
cmui Ministry, and a recognition of Italian nation-
aVity, and other constitutional concessions. The
people were not satisfied with the answer which
his Holiness returned to the Deputies. A skirmish
took place between the people and the Swiss Guards,
which ended by the people's threatening to take
the Quirinal palace by assault, and to shoot all per¬
sons, except the Pope, who should be taken in it.
The Pope then consented to form a liberal Minis¬
try, with Mamiani and Galetti at its head, and to
refer the other demands of the people to the deci¬
sion of the Council of Deputies. Such, however,
is the state of the public mind in Rome that the
Pope, according to sime accounts, has lied to Na¬
ples ; to others, he has arrived in Civita \ ecchia,
waiting for means to pass over to France ; and #o
others, that he is still in Rome, seeking an oppor¬
tunity to escape. One thing is certain, the tem:
poral power of his Holiness is at least suspended
in Rome, and that city is in the hands of the popu¬
lace. The French Government has been applied
to by the Catholic clergy to take measures in favor
of the Sovereign Pootifi". Gen. Cavaignac has
ordered instant measures to be taken for the per¬
sonal liberty and security of his Holiness. A divi¬
sion of 3,500 men has been ordered from Marseilles,
under the command of Gen. Bedeau, to Civita
Vecchia, to protect the Pope, and offer him a safe
convoy and an asylum in France. This is to be
the only business of the French soldiery, trance
does not intend to interfere in any way with the
political proceedings or the internal condition of the
Roman States. Thus will strict neutrality be pre¬
served, and the safety of the Pope, it is hoped, se¬
cured. This prompt action of Cavaignac in aid of
the head of the Catholic church will, it is said,
secure him the support of all the Catholics of
France at the approaching election.the greater
part of whom have hitherto stood aloof from the
contest. This revolution in Rome is pregnant with
most important consequences, but some time must

elapse before any one can safely pronounce what
they will be. The great mistake of Pirs IX. was,
his placing power in the hands of one of tbe Guizot
school of politicians. Count Rossi wae an able
diplomatist, a man of great talents and acquirements,
but his leading principle appears to have<been re¬
sistance to popular demands and contempt for po¬
pular opinion.

.

Avstria has agreed to accept the mediation 01
the Congress which is about to assemble at Brus¬
sels in relation to the dispute between her and Sar¬
dinia. The elections at Naples have terminated in
favor of the Liberal party, anu a very lafge majori¬
ty against the present Ministry. The Kifcg confines
himself to his palace, and is making great exertions
to increase his army, which now amounts to ninety
thousand men. He appears determined to carry
out his plans on Sicily, should diplomacy tail.
Charles Albert has issued a proclamation declar¬
ing null the decree of Radetzky, whith imposed
the forced contributions upon the noblef of Milan,
and rendering void all sales and alienatipns of pro¬
perty made in accordance therewith.
December 1st..We have no newsjof any im¬

portance this morning. The Pope is ^apposed to
be yet in Rome, but literally without any temporal
or political power. JThe fragment of the Prussian National Assem¬
bly which met at Brandenburg did not amount to a

quorum, and was consequently incapable of any
legal action. The news from Vienna is unimpor¬
tant, except so far as relates to a strong rumor of
the death of,Gen. Radetzky. All is quiet in Paris.
The Court of Appeals has come to a decision that
there are no grounds for prosecuting the Ministers
of Louis Philippe for the orders given by them dur¬
ing " the days of February." This will probably
lead to the return of M. Guizot to France. There
will be a week of scrutiny, after the 10th, of the
votes given at the Presidential election, which will
be a week of great excitement. It is anticipated in
Paris with very fearful apprehensions.
The deaths of Lord Melbourne and of Mr. Cius.

Buller have occurred during the week. The first
lived in the history of the past; the latter was in
the prime of life, and in the midst of a highly use¬
ful and honorable career. Few men in the House
of Commons were more looked up to and depem'ei.
upon, and there are- few who could not have been
better spared from the counsels of the nation than
Charles Buller. Nothing new, either literary' or

theatrical. -.

FRENCH PAPERS.

The French papers are too much taken up with
their own election to give much attention to the re¬
sult of ours. In several papers, however, in Paris,
it is mentioned, and hailed, with approval and the
expression of much satisfaction. Im Semainc
says: " Our private correspondence assures us of
? the election of the President of the United States.
. General Zachary Taylor has been chosen by a
4 majority hardly less imposing than that obtained
? in 1840 by General Harrison. His bravery, his
4 firmness, and his independence prove him to be a
4 man admirably qualified to be placed at the head
4 of affairs." The Constitutionml has the fol¬
lowing:

44 General Tatlo* will bring to the Presidentship of the
United Hiates a great name, a spotlees reputaUon, a probity
above all suspicion, a loyal and firm character, and, above »H,
a sincere love of peace. Gen. T^fLoa conducted with \igor
and talent the w«r with Mexico, a war which he oppoeed as

impolitic and unjust. Mr. C*ss, on the contrary, had in¬
spired great uneasiness, from his mischief making disposition
and hia immoderate paaaion for conquest. He was the de¬
fender of the war with Mexico, on many grounds, and adver¬
sary of the treaty which terminated it ., he allowed it to be
aaid and repeated that he would be the supporter of all the at-

tempt* made to lead ». the complete absorption of Mexico.
Without believing, with hia adversaries that he ever thought
of intervening in favor of Ireland, or of taking Cuba from
Spain, it may be imagined, without injustice, that the pre¬
sence at tfie head of aftitiM of a man like Gen. Case would
have been an encouragement to eeekers of adventures, and
the signal ef new aggreeaione against Mexico.

44 All whe feel an interest in peace net being troubled l>e-
vond the Atfantic, in the United. 8tates not being obliged to

levy hravv daties on European imports to keep up their ar¬

mies, will easily comprehend ail the aatisfactien that the elec-
tiefi of General Taylor ought to cause the Eaghsh. Such
peteon* as are Materested in the triumph of principle*.the
true friends of the Americans, who could rot see without re¬

gret Ibe manner in which the affaire of the Union have betn
conducted for the last eight yeai* will not be less pleased
with an electoral revalution whieh carries to power enlighten¬
ed men, enemies of violence and corruption."

LIVERPOOL MARKETS, Dxctxexa 3.
Cottoii..In the early part of the wfck an advance of

about |d. bad been experienced in C«iu>o, but afierwarde,
and immediately before the steamer sailed, this advance had
nearly or quite fallen off, leaving the ms'krt steady, Fair
Mobile was quoted at 4d., Upland do. 3|d. and New Orleans
4 4,1. The same description of middling qualities were selling
#t
BarAMTcrre..Beit Western Canal Flour, duly paid

wia selling at 87 lo 28 shillings. Corn Meal dull
per bl I. Indian Corn bad declined, with sales of beet yellow
at 81 a 33e. per quarter of 4S0 Ibe.

C1HRIWTMAM PMKMENTM;.^nnuals, Souvenir*, and
illustrated Books, in great profusion ; Juvenile Books of

everv «ort and Toy Books ; Rosewood writing Desks, Port-foil^. and Gold iWil., TAYLOH k MAURY,
||t new Bookstore, near 9th street.

FROM CHINA.

By the last arrival from Europe w« have advices
from Hong Kong to the 28th September.

All accounts agree in stating that some disagree-
ment has occurred between the Hon. John W.
Davis, the United States Commissioner, and the
Chinese Imperial Commissioner at Canton ; the
particulars of which we find more clearly stated in
the subjoined postscript of a letter to an India papor
than any where else :

Cajito*, StrT. 27..The new Governor of Canton, who'
affects a supercilious bearing towards all foreignera, and re¬

fund some months ago to grant an interview to the Spanish
ambassador, has contrived to get into an awkward squabble
with the Minister of the United 8tates. For tome time the
Governor refused to fix a day for receiving Mr. Davis, and
when he at last appointed one, he did so while that gentle¬
man was absent at Macao.

Mr. Davis, as soon a« the intimation was conveyed to him,
sent word that he would wait on his Excellency at tho time
appointed, and left Macao without delay, but was retarded in
his progress up the river by contrary winds and reached Can¬
ton a day too late. He sent an explanation and expression
of his regret to the Governor, (Siv,) requesting that another
day might be fixed.
To this application an answer was returned of so insolent

a tenor that Mr. Davis deemed it inadmissible, and returned
it with a note to the following effect: .. I shsll wait a few
days more for an apology, and, if that is withheld, it remains
for me to decide whether at once to blockade the river, or to

proceed to the northward to sec what I can do there. I lie
Plymouth and Preble, («hipa of war,) now here ; and the Ohio,
line-of-battle ship; the Dolphin, 10-gun brig ; and the Prince-
ton, steamer, shortly expected, afford ample meant to enforce
my demands."
We also have accounts of a very severe typhoon

which was experienced in the " free ports" on the
31st of August and 1st September, and did serious
damage to the shipping. A number of Chinese
fishing and smuggling boats were lost, and many ol
the crews drowned. The United States ship fty']
mouth, Captain Gedney, was instrumental in sav-1
ing some lives, and her commander was ready to
afford every possible aid to the crippled European
vessels. It will be seen by the following letter to
the Editors that an Officer'Of this ship takes occa¬
sion to compliment the mechanics of our Navy
Yard by attributing her cscape from damage to the
great superiority of her anchor and chains, (manu*
factured by them:)

United States Ship Plymouth,
Whampoa, Sept. 25, 1848.

Wc are still here at the request ol our Commissioner, Dr.
Davis, who has had some difficulty with Seu, the Governor
of Canton, about his reception. The Preble, Commander
Geisisger, has arrived from the Pacific ; and, as Dr. Davis
has written to the Commodore requesting him to bring his
vessels, we are looking out for them every moment.
We had a terrible gale of wind on the night of the 31st of

August and 1st of September. Of twelve large ships and
brigs at anchor near us, only six held on, and the masts of
all were blown away as if made of reeds. A fine large Eng-
glish ship sunk, and the lives of all hands placed in imminent
peril. As soon as we could, we sent our boats out and pick¬
ed up a great many, and among them a woman and three small
children. Under the protection of Heaven, we are indebted
to our anchor and chains for our safety. They were made in
(he Washington Yard, and you may tell D. to say to the
master-workman if he always makes as good chains as these
no ship need fear riding by them in any wind.

THE GIRARD COLLEGE.
The North American states that it is the inten¬

tion of the Board of Directors of the Girard Col¬
lege for Orphans to commemorate the opening of
that institution by a public discourse from Job R.
Tyson, Esq. on the first anniversary, the first day
of January, 1840.

, . ,xWe are glad to learn (says the North American)
that the college is beginning to realize the views of
its founder. "More than two hundred poor orphan
boys are now within its walls, receiving the ele¬
ments of a sound practical education, and evincing
the benefits of the excellent discipline in which they
are being reared, and enjoying an exemption from
sickness rarely noticed among such a number ol
persons.

THE PANAMA RAILROAD.
Our treaty with New Grenada, which grants to

the United States the free and uninterrupted right
of way over the Isthmus ol Panama, binds us alio
to guaranty the neutrality of that important region,
as well as the authority of New Grenada over it.
In this particular we have departed.whether wisely
or unwisely remains to be seen.from the past po¬
licy of the Government, which has been to avoid

| all foreign entanglements. We assume the task of
guarding and protecting the Isthmus, just as much
as if it belonged to us. Fortunately, the right of
way is in itself more valuable than the possession
of the land, with the sole and absolute political con¬
trol over it, could be ; and the burden of the treaty
being unavoidable, nothing remains for us but to
make its advantages as great as possible. #

The
United States should do all that is right and proper
to ensure, within the three years, as offered by the
petitioners, the completion of the Panama Railroad,
which will prove so important.we might say, is
so necessary.in immediately promoting the pros-
perity of California and Oregon, and uniting them
to the republic at once in all the doubled bonds of
affection and interest. We shall want other routes
of intercommunication, and railroads, too, across
.the continent, and they will come in time. But it
is neither safe nor necessary to wait the long pe-
riod till they can be surveyed and built, while a

practicable scheme is offered us of the Panama rail¬
way, to be in full operation, with locomotives run¬

ning in two hours from sea to sea, before General
Taylor shall have completed the third year of his
term of administration..Worth jlmerican.

e» . .

,The Way Tp Prevent War..It does not need
a peace Congress to tell men that war is terrible and
peace judicious; the whole object of later wars has
been to secure peace. It, then, peace is broken,
depend upon it that the infraction is the work of
influences larger than those within the scope of
non-resistance meetings. Peace or war is deter-

I mined not by the resolve of any one nation, still
less of any one council, but by the state ol the peo-
pie, the relation of classes within kingdoms, tbe_so-rial condition, the degree of education, the drift ol
the literature, the bearing of the arts, the tendency
to physical or to intellectual activity, the pressure o

(institutions, of wants, or prejudices, and a hundred
other agencies. The resolve of a nation is not a

simple act of free-will, brought about by cool
judgment on well-sifted arguments, but is the pro¬
duct of tbe hundred elements which go to form theI multitudinous mind of the nation and to impart its
bent. The true peace training of a nation is that
which makes it enlightened, independent, and strong,
so that it can be neither deluded, frightened, nor
forced into war..Ronton Courier.
HASDemeeTBiarr*..The prise of onehuodMdiollere! fur thi best tale written for the New York Organ (a weekly

ptpcr of M*eral year# standing, and large circulation) has
h«en awarded to Mra. C. W. Damsow, of Boaton. It »
railed " Gertrude Rurttt,'* and it already commenced in

tbe Organ.
A new locomotive engine ha* been invented in England,

which run. upon one pair of wheels, the frame whieh mp-
porta it being bolted to the paaeeoger or freight car, which is

behind it. It is quite simple and eoooomical.

BartaSb, tbe Artie* who.epent ten yasrs and nearly ten

thooefnd dollars in the completion of hi* magnificent pano¬
rama of tbe Mississippi, has met with moch succasi in Europe.

FROM CALIFORNIA.

rlAU ... ORLEANS COMMERCIAL TIME*.
We have files of the Californian from San Fran¬

cisco to the 7th of October. In reference to the
slave question the editor says:

«« Wo believe we e:ho the senae of the country when we
' assert that slavery is neither needed nor desired here, and
'that if their voice could be heard in the hall* of our National
' Legislature, it would be, as the voice of one man, " rather
. than put this blighting curse upon us, let us remain as we

'are, unacknowledged, unaided."
The Plover sailed from Honoluhu, August 24th,

for Beliring's straits, with supplies for Sir John
Ross, the Northwest passage explorer, should he
have arrived in that vicinity.
The editor of the Californian announces the

stoppage of the Oregon papers ; cause, the gold
fever emigration is flowing thence to the Sacra¬
mento.

The Baltimore American publishes the annexed
extract of a letter from a former resident of that
place, dated at San Francisco on the 12th of Oc¬
tober :

"I am selling off slowly the heavy part of my cargo, viz :

Brt>wn Shirting, Ticks, Kremlins,' 8tripcs, Duck, Russia
Shcetin*, Hardware, &c. All these articles are wanted.
The attention of the whole population is entirely devoted to
the gold region. They are going to and fro continually, ta¬
king up goods and bringing down gold dust in payment for
their purchases. Much sickness prevails and many die.aa
much from want of medical attention and good nursing as

from dwease ; but the truth is, thiy are ao entirely absorbed
by the mania for gold that they care nothing for comfort, and
submit to every privation.
" You may believe the most extravagant repot ts of the abun¬

dance ol' gold on the Saciamento.it is to be had for digging.
8omedigin the water, others in what is called " dry diggings
but all are successful, and value money but little. Packages
of goods are exposed for days, for want of room and laborers
to store them, but this is attended with but little if any risk,
owing to the general good conduct of the people. Since I
have been here, I have not heard of a single breach of the
peace. I hope to close my business in >a month, and by that
time the raiay season will probably drive sailors down to the
port.at present they are not to be had.
" I do not think much change will take place in prices for ar¬

ticles particularly wanted, unless the supply should be very
heavy. The emigration will be large, and their wants must
lie supplied. Pork has been sold to arrive from Columbia river
at $60 per barrel."

THE GOLD MINES NOT INEXHAUSTIBLE.

The New London Star, of December 11, pub¬
lishes a letter from Thomas Douglass, Esq., of that
city, who dates from " Gold Digging on American
River, as early as the 16th of July, boasting of the
wealth of the gold mines and the profits of his own
digging and washing. Nevertheless, he mentions
jone or two facts which express a world of mean-

ing, and are worthy of the attention of some of the
sufferers from the California fever here at home, as

showing that this wonderful gold mine resembles
all other gold mines the world has yet known, in
not being altogether inexhaustible. He describes
the amount of gold taken out of the earth as being
prodigious, there being " hundreds of persons," he
says, " who daily obtain from half a pound to two
pounds," &.c. Bui he goes on to make the follow¬
ing observations :

"This cannot last long ; very many of the rich deposites
have already been thoroughly drained. The business is alrea¬
dy precarious, depending very much upon luck in finding a
rich place. Almost any one, however, with industry and sa¬

gacity," (and luck, as before, in finding a rich place,) " may
average lroin one to two ounces per day. Before, however,
persona can arrive here from the States, it will, in all proba¬
bility, be much lesi lucraUve."

Really, these " rich places" are getting worked
out very soon; and it is a hard case, if ono must

have good luck, before being sure of not getting
into a very precarious business. Suppose, how¬
ever, one has the luck to " average from one to two
ounces per day," what will be the profit, with gold
at 67 an ounce, (at which it was selling at San
Francisco,) and the cost of subsistence, and all the
necessaries of life, seven times as great in Califor¬
nia as here ? It will not be difficult to prove, by
arithmetical calculation, that the "average" profits
of rold mining must prove about equal ,w the ave¬

rage proceeds of labor at home, or about one or
two dollars a day, no such great matter after all;
or scarcely sufficient, at least, to reward the risks
of emigration, and the cost of an expensive voyage
anil outfit..North American.

CiLTixoRi ahd Ohio Rai lboadi.Theaggregate revenue

of tie company, for the month of November, amounted to

$l'.:l,892 79. The transportaUon from the W«et into Balti-
mo-e, during the month, in some of the principal staples, has
beea as follows : Flour, 52,769 bbls. ; coal, 4,869 tons , to-

barco, 328 hhds.j grain, meal, Ac., 384 tons; pork and
baon, 84 tons; iron, 720 tons; lard and butter, 376 tons;
hop', 36,830 in number. The tonnage westward from Bal-
tim»re to all points of the road has been 5,962 tons, and the
revenue therefrom $15,052.
>oct» CamoLii»A Railiioads..A bill appropriating two

hundred and fifty thousand dollars of the stock of the State
in the 8outh Carolina Railroad Company to the Greenville
and Columbia Railroad, and a similar amount of the same

fund to the Charlotte Railroad, baa been read twice in each
brtoch of the legislature by such majorities as placcs iu final
pa«sage beyond doubt. This timely assistance will no doubt
en<ure the completion of both raads, and we congratulate
th' friends of both on the auspicious event. A bill appro-
pr iting a similar amount of the same fund to the Manchester
anJ Wilmington Railroad received a second reading in the
Senate oc 8aturday last, and will probably pase the House.

[SeufA Carolinian.
A Ran or Moshetb..A singular and almost touching

drama was lately observed by the crew of a French aloop of-
war, recently returned from a voyage to the seas of India. A
doien montev* had been put on board and tied on deck,
where thev had delighted the old tars from morning tall night
with their frolica and gambols. 8ome, however, discontented
with tha afcort space allotted to them, broke their chains, in¬
vaded the esptain's cabin, jumped over chairs and tables, spilt
the ink on official documents, and behaved in sueh an incon¬
siderate manner that their death was reaolved upon and the
warrant stgaetl on the spot. The order to throw these poor
innocent victims overboard was receiveJ with general sadness
on the forwarJ deck. The old aailors, after a long consulta¬
tion, came to the conclusion that a raft might be built upon
which the poor creaturea might at least find one chance of sal¬
vation. All hands were soon at work and the reft completed,
a small matt msde fast to it, a sail hoisted in the direction of
the curren', a good supply of biscuit and crackers and a cask of
water were put on board, and the twelve unfortunate outlaws
were abandoned to their unhappy fate. W e have l>een told,
and willingly believe, that the old sailor* were moved even to
tears, and, waving their hats, remained on deck, watching
with anxious solicitude the frail embarkation until it was out
of sight and disappeared toward the land, ^here thej hopeo
it might go on shore on some neighboring coast.

(Boston Tranteript.
A Taxk W.ar belonging to Mr. Herwocd, of Cincinnati,

lately attacked a man who waa walking with Mr. H. The
wolf toofc occasion to wslk behind them, and before either waa
aware, seised the man by the thigh with his ti eth, msking a
horrible wonnd. He continued snapping and bitin* him on
both lege, notwithstanding every effort ws« made by Harwood
to prevent him, until he had lacerated the fleahy parte of the
limb in a dmadfut manner. Several peraons arrived on the
sp,»t, with pickaxes and other instiumente, and succeeded in
killing the wolf. The man was taken into the house, and his
wound" dressed «nl attended to, and he is now doing well.

Gas*. Tatlmi asm a CA»isaT Maei*..An honest look¬
ing mechanic went up to Gen. Tailoh ye-teiday, and ab-
ruptlv touching hi« braver, asked, "General, h*in t you got
within' to do for me ,n The General Msndly told him he did
not know, and at the faint* time inquired what might his p«.
collar boAiMiae be. "I'm a cabinet-ineker," wss the reply »
" and they tall me you has got . l"t o work of that kind on
hand just now." " Yes," replied tbeGnaaai, "butlhav*
not commenced ;et; l«eeidee, I see by the newspapers that I
am likely to have more gratuitous b«lp than I "hall need,
Delta, 3d intt.

COMMUNICATIONS.
PANAMA RAILROAD.

Washington, December 21, 1848.
.Jessrs. Gales &, Seaton : As the proposedcommunication between the Atlantic and Pacific

oceans by a railroad across the Isthmus of Panama
is, from a host of most weighty considerations, de¬
servedly attracting great public attention at this
time, it has been suggested to me that a brief de¬
scription of this isthmus, with reference to the fa¬
cilities afforded by it for the construction of a rail¬
road, (the immense importance of which, in a com¬
mercial, naval, and political point of view, is at this
day almost incalculable,^ would not be unacceptable
nor without interest to the groat mass of the readers
of the National Intelligencer.
What I propose to state is the result of careful

examination into this subject for many years past,and will also be derived from most interesting con¬
versations with intelligent gentlemen near that sec¬
tion tof country, but principally from a report made
in 1845 to the French Government by M. Napoleon Garella,
a distinguished Engineer selected by M. Guizot, First Minis¬
ter of t ranee, to make a thorough examination of the Iath-
mua of Panama, particularly with regard to the practicability
of constructing a ship-lanal, and incidentally to other modes
of intercommunication.
M. Garella was furnished with the necessary assistants and

instruments to execute the duty assigned him, and his own
high professional reputation, with the report itself, furnish in¬
trinsic evidences of the ability and faithfulness with which
that duty was performed ; and I think I may safely assert that
this survey of M. Garella is the only one really deserving that
name which has ever been made and published of the Isth¬
mus of Panama.
The celebrated Baron Humboldt imagined there was no

material difference between the levels of the w»«cr a».
Untie and Pacific oceans, Lut \f fJarelln hs« «*<*prtainpd.
from careful and verified instrumental levelliogs and tidal ob¬
servations, that the highest tides in the Pacific at Panama are

19 fee! above the highest tides in the Atlantic atChagres, and
that the difference of elevation between the mean levels of the
two oceans is 9 J feet.
The best point for the termination of a nilioad on the At¬

lantic shore was found to be on the west side of Limon, or

Navy Bay, which is Ave miles to the northeast of Chagres,
and where there is considerable depth of water, good anchor¬
age, and a much more salubrious climate than at Chagres.
The terminus on the Pacific coast would probably be in the
small bay of Vaca de Monte, a few miles to the westward of
the village of Panama, and where, by means of a mole ex¬

tending some distance into the bay, all the requisites for a safe
and commodious depot might be obtained.
By adopting the above points as the termini of a railroad, a

route presenting no serious obstacles of construction will be
found, by leaving the Bay of Vaca de Monte on the Pa¬
cific, and running northwesterly to the valley of the river
Caimito; ascending this valley and that of the river Berna-
dino, and crossing the dividing ridge between the two oceans
at Ahagayegua Point, by a tunnel 3j miles in length ; then
descending the valleys of the rivers Bonito and Chagres until
the Gatun is crossed ; ascend the valley oL the Gatun about
two and a half miles, and sweep round some heavy spurs
northwesterly to the terminus in the Bay of Limon. This
route would involve the construction of eighteen small via¬
ducts and bridge?*, ranging from 20 to 230 feet in length ;
but the heaviest portion of the work would unquestionably be
the tunnel, which, though only about one-twelfth of the en¬
tire length, would probably cost one-sixth of the whole ex¬

pense of the road : Ahagayegua, the lowest point on the di¬
viding ridge, is 460 feet above high water in the Pacific, ten
miles by this route from Vaca de Monte, and thirty-six miles
from the Bay of Limon. From external appearance*, this
tunnel would be constructed through solid rock, which could
be accomplished with facility, and a portion of the excavated
material be used for the mole required at the terminus in the
Pacific, by first building that division of the road. The pro
poeed line of road would be within a fraction of 46 miles in
lengiU, uu) would not require any grmiio to ucwJ so to

the mile,- nor curve of less than 3,100 feet radius.
The isthmus abounds with freestone, quarries of beautiful

porphyry, and rough stone for ordinary masonry can be ob¬
tained of extreme hardness and with great facility throughout
the entire route ; a very fine-grained durable limestone is also
found in abundance near the village of Vamos-Vamos, on the
Chagres river. The vast forests which almost cover the
isthmus, and which cease only to give place in some points to
savannas or prairies, and occasional fields of maize, rice, ba¬
nanas, and sugar-cane, contain a very great variety of differ*
ent kinds of timber, of th# peculiar properties of which not
much is yet certainly known, but amongst those in general
use are the quipo, medlar, [in Spanish nispero,] mangrove,
cedar, mahogany, and gayac. The quipo is the tree from the
trunk of a single one of which the Indians make the boats in
common use on the Chagres; it is straight, nearly cylindri¬
cal, and is sometimes found sixty-five feet in height, free from
branches or knots, and from seven to ten feet in diameter :

the nispero is a most valuable wood for carpentry of a perma¬
nent description ^ it is bard, heavy, impervious to the attack
of worms, and so durable as to have been obtained for the
sleepers of a projected railroaJ at Jamaica ; the mangrove and
cedar are loth valuable woods, especially the cedar, which grows
to a large sixe, and is the chief kind^f plank used in the coun¬
try ; the mahogany is rather of an inferior quality » and the
gayac is so exUemely tough ss to be used only for the cylin¬
ders of sugar mills and other similar objects ; the caoutchouc
is also very plentiful, but has not as yet been brought into
general use.

That part of the isthmus which belongs to Grenada is thin¬
ly inhabited, but a sufficient number of laborers, it is thought,
could be obtained from that and the adjacent countries, who
would have the advantage of being acclimated, and who, un¬

der careful supervision, would soon become sufficiently expert
in the use of the spade, shovel, and pickaxe« all the masons,
carpenters, and master workmen would have to come from
the United 8tates, and could work during the rainy seaeon
from June to November, under tents and aheds suitably
located.
The immense herds of cattle scattered through the isthmus,

and now killed in a great measure solely for their hide*, toge¬
ther with the extraordinary fertility of the soil on the large
savannas and meadow*, where in eight months magnificent
fields of corn, rice, bananas, sugar-cane, &C. could be grown,
places the economical subsistence of the large body of men

required for such an undertaking beyond all reasonable
question.
The present climate of the isthmus is undoubtedly insalu¬

brious, but not of that pestiferous nature which it is common
to attribute to it; the most unhealthy portion is about the
mouth Of Chagres river, which it is not proposed to approach
within five miles ; a d stance apparently very trilling, but which
from the peculiar difference* of location makes a very decided
distinction in relative salubrity ; and I think it can hardly be
questioned but that when the energy, activity, and enterprise
of our citizens take the place of the supirienes*, lethargy, and
heedlessness of the present inhabitants, and are exerted in
draining the low land* and clearing up the forests, and similar
work* attending the construction ofa railnad, and thus open¬
ing a passage for a free current of pure air to flow and reflow
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, the climate of the isthmus
will be considerably modified and materially improved.

For the peculiarly great advantages attending the early com¬
pletion of this road, I cannot do more than refer to the leport
number S96, presented May 4, 1848, to the House of Repre¬
sentatives by the Hon. T. Bt'Tiia Kids, from the Commit¬
tee on Naval Affairs, in which the reader will find a mass ot
thoroughly-digested and very interacting matter relative to a

connecting link between the two ocean*.
I have not given here my estimates in detail for the con¬

struction of the railroad under consideration, because they are
unsuited to the present publics'ion ; but I should be very un¬

willing to state that a firm, substantial, and durable railroad,
worthy of the magnificence of the undertaking and of the mag-
nitudo of the interests involved.and I trust that none other
will ever be attempted.with all the neceseary warehouse*,
depot*, locomotive*, boom-derricks, dcc. can be finished and
put in complete running order for less than three millions of j
dollsr<, though it is now believed that for that amount a noble
railroad across the i*thmu* may ba constructed and so arrang¬
ed that a vessel arriving at either end may haul up alongside
of the mole, dischsrge her carg*^ and have it transported to
the other terminus in so brief a period of time as utterly to as¬
tonish those who are now disposed to be incredulous cn the
aubjeet. 1

Very respectfully, your friend and obedient servant,
H. A. G0LD8B0R0UGH.

A CARD.

To the Editors of the National Intelligencer :
House or Rxi>re»ertatives, Die. 19, 1848.

On the 28th of October last the New York Herald con*
tained a letter, bearing date 44 Madrid, September 30, 1848,"in which the writer, when speaking of the negotiation for the
purchase of Cuba, raid to be in progress betwean Geneial*
SACSuta^and the Spsnish Government, says :
" I learned yesterday that one ol the embassy has written a' full statement of the matter to the Hon. Jon* M. Butts, of4 Virginia, with a view of bringing the purchase of Cuba be-4 fore Congress, and to procure the aid of popular opinion in. the negotiation."
The leading editorial of the same day contains the follow*

ing statement :

"Thi public, however, may rest assured of the accuracy4 of the views we have given and the statements we have4 made, disclosing the commencement of the negotiation by4 our Government at Madrid. There is, besides, aa our cor-4 respondent at Madrid intimates, abundant evidence of its. accuracy in the hands of a distinguished member of Con*4 gress from Virginia. Whether that gentleman is favorable. or hostile to the movement we know not; but there is every' probability that the acquisition of Cuba will be one of the' moat important and exciting topics of discussion in the. approaching session of Congress. We do not make these' statements lightly. We have never done so in this paper ;4 and we ahould be extremely sorry to send forth to the world,4 among our numerous readers throughout this continent and4 Europe, any piece of unauthenticated or fictitious intelli-
4 gence. If our statements with regard in this question be4 not substantially correct, we challenge the Government at. Washington or any of its newspaper organs to say so at' once ; and then we shall bring forth our evidence."
When the above articles first appeared I did not deem it

necessary to notice them ; but, since that time, the articles in
the Herald upon the supposed negotiation seem to have at¬
tracted a large share of attention, as well among the English
as the Spanish presses; and by the Spanish press it is utterly
denied that any such proposition has ever been submitted by
the American Minister to the Spanish Government.
W hereupon the correspondent of the Herald from this city,under <Ut« nt the i JUI llfsiaui, wiu*. - .. .

letter from Madrid, and intends to make a call for information
.with regard to the Cuba affair," &c.

And the editor of the Herald, in his paper of the 16th, in
another article on the same subject, repeats his statement of
the 28th of October last, in the following language:

44 But this is not all; nor is it ended. The Hon. Mr.
4 Botts, of Virginia, a member of the House of Representa-
4 lives, has also received a letter from Madrid containing the
4 same information ; and we believe that he intends soon to
4 put a question on the subject to the Secretary of State.
4 Whether the President or hia Cabinet may consider it ex-
4 pedient or conducive to the public interests to give any in-
4 formation with regard to it, time will tell j but of the accu-
4 racy of the information which we gave to our readers on the
4 subject of the proposed purchase of the island of Cuba there
4 is not the shadow of a doubt, notwithstanding the many wi»
4 shakes of the head from the knowing politicians, and the
4 witless and contemptible sneers from the journals which de-
4 nounced it as a fabrication.''
These statements of the Herald I find copied in other pa¬

pers, and, if permitted to pass longer uncontradicted, may be
the means of doing injustice to the " Embassy" in Spain as

well as to others, in which, by my silence, I might become
a paiticipator. I therefore feel myself required to state, in
justice to all parties concerncd, that, as far as my name is in¬
volved, there is not the slightest authority f>r the statements
made ; that I have received no communication from the Em¬
bassy at Madrid, or from anyother source, on the subject of
the purchase of Cuba ; and that the only information I have
in relation to that question I have derived from the columns
of the Herald.

^

I am, very respectfully, JOHN M. BOTT8.

Series lor Itt-ttt.

THE HOME JOURNAL,'Xdited by JttorrUX

THE Editors of this widely circulated and popular Family
N ewspaper, animated to renewed exertions by the extra-

ordinary increase which has taken place in their subacription-
liat duniik the past year, lave re-organixed their whole estab¬
lishment upou a NEW AND EXTENDED BASIS ; and have
put such resources iuto operation for the COXIRG tear as will
enable *bem, beyond all question, to renderTax HomeJoiasaLdecided^ the BEST WEEKLY PAPER OFJHL AGE.
The first number of the jiew volume will be issued on the

t«t .!«>. of January n<^» 1« .»» be printed on papsr »/ the
Hnett lex u e, (manufactured expressly tor the purpose,)with new tupe. It will contain several ORIGINAL rEA-
TURES of great and peculiar interest. Among thera the pro-
prietors have much pleasure in announcing an ORIGINAL
NOVEL, from the pen of a highly gifted woman of the West,
entitled a SEQUEL TO THE WANDERING JEW, byMetta V. Fuller. This remarkable work abounds in inte¬
rest of the roost startling description, and is one of the most at¬
tractive and delightful blending* ol" romance and reality that haa
ever issued from the American press.The interest which is so vividly and universally felt in anv
portraitures of those among us who are gifted by Nature with
unusual beauty, or who exercise great influence by uncommon
personal grace, loveliness, and accomplishment, lias suggested
to us the idea of portraying such idols of the present hour by
iktcription. We propose, that is to "T.togirePE* asd Isk
Portsaits or THE BELLES OF OUR UME, by N. P.
Willis. These verbal portraits will describe features, man¬
ners, and causes of attraction and fascination; andaa, ol course,
no names will be given, they will involve even less publicity
than th" engraved likenesses in a Book of BAutv, being subject
to identification only by friends and acquaintances. We shall
not confine ourselves to single nor to married ladies, but shall
portray loveliness wherever we have seen it in this our Ameri¬
can galaxy of women.the brightest, we safely and confidently
aay, after much observatiosi ol other countries, which the world
can show. The portraits will appear, from time to time, in the
progress ol the coming volume.

.....As it is intended, hereafter, to give the subject of Abt more
attention than it lias heretofore received, a portion ol the paper
will be devoted to information and comments upon the
of America* artists, and the proceedings ot ALL i HE
ART-UNIONS.

. ....The universal demand for Dr. Culverwell's previous works,
(printed during the past year in The Home JoCR*Ai,)has in¬
duced the editors to procure another series ol papers Irom tne
same able pen, which will be republished in their «^umns an_
der the title of WHAT TO BAT. DRINK AND AVOID.
These essays form a guide to health and long lite, and the most
valuable treatise of our time : ihey show all people el all ages,
.exes, and conditions, how to live.how to think.how to take
t xrrcl(r_|lOW to control the passions and appetites, and how to
regulate their whole conduct from childhood to old age Kvery
man and woman living should I* familiar with these remarka¬
ble papers, which should be universally circulated for the bene-

"a o.'kaIS'aTu curious documents, r-
ins S brief but complete history of the origin and discovery o»
.If the useful inventions of the are, will alao amxar.
V icries of POPULAR SONGS AND BALLADS, the

words by Geoboe P. Mo.aia, the musie by a number ol dis¬
tinguished composers, will also be published in the course of
the coming volume, printed in the most accurate and beautifol
manner. The cost of these, if purchased at the stores, would
far exceed the price ofThe Home Journal for die whole year.

Besidea these sew and peculiar raATCREa, we shall con¬
tinue, what has become so popular with all classes ol readers,
our occasional translations ol the Briet Novels and Pinuaxt
Stobies of George Sand, De Balzac, Itainas, awlLot')"r,»the sparkling wit, and amusing VNRCIXH E, NEWS, AND
GOSSIP of the Parisian Papers; and also Personal Sketches
of public characters ; the stirring scenes of the city we live in ;
a clironiclc of the news for ladies i the fcshions and fashionable
gossip , the facts and outlinea of news \ the pick of English in¬
formation and brilliancy t the wit, humor, and pathos of the
times ; essays on life, literature, society, and morals, and the
usual variety of careful chooiings from the wilderness of En¬
glish iieriodical literature, criticism, poetry, etc , etc., eta.

In addition to our already copious and sjiletwlid host ol
ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTORS, we have made arrangeroenta
to receive the regular communications ot many other authors
of acknow ledged eminence and marked ability.
We assure our readers that we shall spare neither toil, eare,

nor expense to render the new year of The Home Jocrsal
every wav superior to all its predecessors in the richness ot its
contents/the beauty of its typographical appearance, and the
vigor and interest of its g-ncr*l character.

.....As no more conies of the firs* numbers will be printed than
the demand absolutely requires, and as new subscribers gener-
slly desire to begin with the beginning, it is a.kisable to sub¬
scribe without delay, to avoid any disappointment in the early
«nd proispt receipt of the pap**. ;Termb .1 BE Home Jovbsal is published every SeSordar,
at No. 107 Fulton street. New York, at the very low priee/*
two dollars a year^or three copies lor five dollars, payable in¬
variably in advance.

All letters, remittances, and communications (pest paid} to
lie addressed to MORRIS k WILLIS, New \ ork.
dec 18.
t*j%MUEl< KIRK * SON, Gold and Silver *«l»bs,

172 BaUiinore ttrett, Baltimore, MS.
MANUFACTURE and have always on hsnj an extenaive

assortment of Silver Ware of every d«scriptionk made
t most el gant awl artistic styles as.Coffee and Tea Sets, Waiters, Vaa« i

Urns, Pitchers, Tureens, Spoons, Forks, ke.
Comprising every thing of use and elegance made in Silver

or Gold.
IMPORT

ParisJew»lry, Ladies' and Gentlemen's fine Gold Watches
Plated Waitere, Basket*
Candlesticks, Snnffers and Trays
Butter Coolers, Dtsh<* with covers

Soup Tureens, Urn«, Coffee Pots
,

Caadelabras, Epergne*. Cs»tnr«, Cutlery, ke.
We also import to onltr goods of any iiescri,»tiou.
dec ».eowjro


